days, but maturation may take up to 8 weeks (20) . One problem encountered in the macroscopic identification of H. capsulatum var. capsulatum is that variations in colony morphotypes exist (2) . Wet preparations of the mycelial phase of H. capsulatum var. capsulatum may reveal distinct tuberculate macroconidia; however, macroconidia may be present as smooth-walled structures in some cultures (2, 17) .
Differentiation of H. capsulatum var. capsulatum from other dimorphic or saprophytic fungi having similar colony morphologies may be accomplished by testing for the production of exoantigens or conversion to the yeast phase (20) . Prolonged incubation of cultures for at least 4 weeks may be required for production of sufficient exoantigen (3). Testing for exoantigen production by immunodiffusion is an involved procedure requiring over 36 h and demands technical expertise in test interpretation (9) . Conversion of H. capsulatum var. capsulatum to the yeast phase is often difficult and may take even longer than exoantigen testing (3).
Multiple tests are available for the identification of C. neoformans. The encapsulated yeasts may be detected directly in cerebrospinal fluid by using India ink; however, the test sensitivity varies depending on the patient population (12, 18) . Another direct detection method, latex agglutination, demonstrates capsular antigen in the cerebrospinal fluid or serum of 90% of patients with cryptococcal meningitis (1). Infrequently, false-positive results are observed (5, 7) . When C neoformans is recovered in culture, the yeasts may be presumptively identified within 3 h by demonstrating urease production (21), phenol oxidase production (10), and failure to utilize an inorganic nitrate substrate (8) . Several commercial systems reliably identify most C. neoformans isolates, * Corresponding author. although 24 to 72 h is usually required for a definitive identification (4, 6, 15, 19) .
Recently developed methods for the identification of fungal isolates such as species-specific DNA probes might decrease the time to identification while maintaining a high degree of accuracy (11, 13 cutoff value of greater than or equal to 1,500 PLU. Negative test results were recorded for the other 54 filamentous fungal isolates. Similar results were obtained with the speciesspecific probe for C. neoformans. All 42 isolates of C. neoformans reacted with the probe, whereas RNA from the other 56 yeast isolates did not hybridize with the probe. Therefore, in this study, the specificities and sensitivities of both probes were 100%.
The ranges of values for positive and negative isolates, using the H. capsulatum probe, were 2,236 to 9,929 PLU and 21 to 1,276 PLU, respectively. The value of 1,276 PLU, obtained from an isolate of Chaetomium species, was strikingly higher than results from other negative isolates, which all had readings below 650 PLU. Use of the C. neoformans probe yielded ranges of positive and negative values for isolates of 7,905 to 9,693 PLU and 22 to 391 PLU, respectively. Except for the single high negative result obtained with the Chaetomium species, the positive and negative test results were widely separated.
Similar to our results with the commercial probe, Keath and coworkers (11) Disadvantages associated with the use of AccuProbe kits include the requirement for expensive instrumentation and a probe shelf-life of 6 months, which may be insufficient for small laboratories that receive few specimens.
To our knowledge, this is the first study that evaluated both Gen-Probe's H. capsulatum and C. neoformans AccuProbe Culture Identification Kits. The sensitivities and specificities of both AccuProbe kits tested were found to be 100%; no isolate that we probed yielded a false-positive or a false-negative result. Additionally, the use of nucleic acid hybridization may significantly decrease the time required for identification of fungal isolates, particularly H. capsulatum var. capsulatum, and may confirm the identity of an isolate with a high degree of accuracy.
